1847]                     NOTES   ON   "THE   PRINCESS."                       253
he meant no more than that he felt he had done his best: there was no tinge of vanity in it. To put his own poetry in favourable comparison with that of others was never in his mind.
He said that " The passion of the past, the abiding in the transient, was expressed in ' Tears, idle Tears/ which was written in the yellowing autumn-tide at Tintern Abbey, full for me of its bygone memories. Few know that it is a blank verse lyric." He thought that my uncle Charles' sonnet of " Time and Twilight" had the same sort of mystic, damonisch feeling.
The only song in "The Princess" approved by Fitzgerald was " Blow, Bugle, Blow," commemorating the echoes at Killarneyl.
" That is one of Fitz's crotchets," Fitzgerald said to me in 1876, "and I am considered a great heretic, because like Carlyle I gave up all hopes of him after ' The Princess/ " He wrote once, and repeated for me in his MS notes, that none of the songs had " the old champagne flavour/' adding, "Alfred is the same magnanimous, kindly delightful fellow as ever, uttering by far the finest prose-sayings of anyone." Nothing either by Thackeray or by my father met Fitzgerald's approbation unless he had first seen it in manuscript.
The following notes on " The Princess " were left by my father:
In the Prologue the " Tale from mouth to mouth " was a game which I have more than once played when I was at Trinity College, Cambridge, with my brother undergraduates. Of course, if he "that inherited the tale" had not attended very carefully to his predecessors, there were contradictions; and if the story were historical, occasional anachronisms. In defence of what
1 When my father was last there a boatman said to him, " So you're the gentleman that brought the money to the place?1'